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MATERNAL MORTALITY AND MORBIDITY. By J. M. Munro Kerr, M.D.,
F.R.F.P.S., F.C.O.G., Regius Professor of Midwifery, University of Glasgow.
1933. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone. pp. 382. Price 25s.
A BOOK by such a distinguished obstetric surgeon and teacher as Professor Munro Kerr will attract
widespread interest and attention. The author has treated the subject of maternal mortality and
morbidity in a most thorough manner, and he deals with the problem from every conceivable angle;
all the conditions affecting maternal mortality are reviewed, and the death-rate in these islands is
compared, as far as possible, with other countries. The chapter on ante-natal care is particularly
good, and the author has stressed a point mentioned by other writers, that ante-natal care as at
present carried out is often quite inadequate. In this latter chapter several plates are included of
abnormalities detected by X-ray photography, such as anencephalus, breech presentations with
extended legs, twins, etc.
Obstetricians who are accustomed to the use of sedatives during labour will disagree with
Professor Kerr's view that the less sedatives are used in a normal case the better it is for the
patient. Sedative drugs in midwifery can be abused, and often are, but if they were used more
frequently there would be fewer obstetrical disasters such as "failed forceps," which he and all
teachers of obstetrics deplore. As might be expected in a first edition, there are a number of
printer's errors, which will, presumably, be corrected in subsequent editions. The book will be
invaluable to all interested in the subject, especially practising obstetricians and public health
authorities.
-H. C. L.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION-BELFAST DIVISION
THE Belfast Division began a very successful session on 26th October, when Dr.
S. R. Hunter introduced his successor to the chair, Dr. George Lyttle. Dr. Lyttle
spoke on "Some Experiments in Functional Sterility." He outlined his treatment,
by large doses of ovarian extract, of such cases as had no causal lesion calling for
operative interference. He had been successful in the majority of his cases, in all
but one of which dilatation and curettage had been tried without success.
On 9th November, the Division welcomed a very distinguished Queensman in
the person of Colonel W. P. McArthur, Professor of Medicine at the Royal Army
Medical College. Colonel McArthur gave a brilliant paper, based on his work on
cysticerus infection in man. Cases were rare, and were usually soldiers who had
served in India. Subcutaneous nodules appeared, which on excision proved to be
cysts, and these, developing in the brain, produced fits, usually of an epileptiform
type, and later mental deterioration and insanity. When the larvae died, calcification
occurred, and numerous radiographic slides were shown illustrating this condition.
The following month Dr. Hennessy, our Irish secretary, paid us a welcome visit,
addressing us on "The Position of the British Medical Association in Ireland,"
and on 8th February, Dr. S. B. Boyd Campbell gave a clear and exceedingly
practical account of "Modern Treatment of the Anwmias," which was much appre-
ciated by the members present. The same meeting approved the modified ethical
rules proposed by the Central Ethical Committe.
J. C. C. CRAWFORD, Hon. Sec.retarv.
360 Lisburn Road, Belfast.
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A SPECIAI, meeting of the Division was held in the County Hospital, Omagll, on
Thursday, 25th January, 1934, at 4.30 p.m. It was open to non-members of the
Association, for the consideration of a reply from the Ministry of Home Affairs,
Northern Irelanid, re the appointtment of a bacteriologist for County Tyrone. Dr.
McAllister was in the chair, and there were present-Drs. Leary, Eaton, Lyle,
Clarke, Johnstoni, Chambers, Spence, Logan, Gillespie, McVicker, Elliott, Devlin,
Murnaghan, Brown, Wilson, and Martin. After a lengthy discussion, in which all
the members took part, the following resolution was proposedl by Dr. Murnaghan,
seconded by Dr. Eaton, and passed unanimiously: "Tlhat we, the Tvrone Division
of the B.M.A:., strongly recommen(d to the Tyrolle County Council the appointment
of two bacteriologists, one for eacll en(d of the county. \VXe recommend, too, as time
is most important in the examination of specimens, that this necessity would be met
by appointing one in Derry ani(1 onie in Belfast."
Letters relating to the above were read, one from the Branch, one from the
Ministry of Home Affairs, and one from the Clogher Rural District Council.
Dr. Ivan McCaw (lelivered a very interestinig lecture oIn "The Commoner Skill
Ailments." Dr. Murnaghan proposed a vote of thanks to Dr. McCaw, alnd this
was seconded by Dr. Chambers, and passed. Dr. McCaw suitably replied.
A special meeting of the Division was hel(d in the 'yrone County Hospital oIn
Thursday, 15th February, 1934, at 4.30 p.m., to consi(ler the new rules as to the
Ethics of Medical Consultation and rules for medical inspectors. Dr. McAllister
was in the chair, and after careful consideration of the rules as submitted by the
secretary of the British Medical Association, the following amendments were made:
"We strongly disapprove of Rule 20, and we are in thorough agreement with
the fin(iings of Dr. Dane and Sir Chrisp. English."
The application of Rule 19 to a general practitioner is approved, and in the case
of a practitioner in purely consultant practice, he should not see a case without the
knowledge anld consent of the attending practitioner, and if circumstances make
this impracticable he is at liberty to do so, but he should notify the family doctor
immediately.
J. R. MIARTIN, Honl. Secretary.
Holmedlene, Clogher, Co. Ivrone.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION-N.E. ULSTER DIVISION
THE Division met in Coleraine Cottage Hospital oni Friday, 15th December, 1933.
The chairman, Dr. Evans, presided over a fair attendanice. The meeting was open
for general (liscussioin. Attention was drawni to the long delay in payment of sick
benefit by some societies, which often caused hardship to insured patients. Members
were asked to report any case of this kind, with a view to getting a list of (lefinite
cases an(l submitting the wxhole questioni to the Ministrx of Labour.
137At a meeting of the Division on Friday, 12th January, 1934, the main business
was a paper by Dr. John Watsoni, Londonderry Mental Hospital, on "Mental
Disease in Relationi to General Practice." It is hoped to publish an account of this
paper in our next issue.
At a meeting on Friday, 23rd February, 1934, a Kodak medical film on "Treat-
ment of Chronic Leg Ulcers" was shown. The film showed the technique of treat-
ment by elastic adhesive bandages, and in bad cases by skin grafting.
The Association's suggested rules regarding the ethics of medical consultation
were discussed, and several alterations were suggested.
J. M. HUNTER, Hon. Secretary.
36 Eglinton 'I'errace, Portrush.
THE ULSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY
THE fifth meeting of the session was held in the Whitla Medical Institute, on 4th
January, 1934. Professor W. J. Wilson, the president, occupied the chair. A
resolution of sympathy with the relatives of the late Sir William Whitla was
proposed and passed, the members standing. Dr. R. M. Beath then read a paper,
"Developmental and Generalized Bone Diseases." This paper is published else-
where in this number of the Journal.
The sixth meeting of the session was held on 18th January, 1934. Professor W. J.
Wilson, the president, occupied the chair. The speaker was Dr. J. P. Martin, a
graduate of this medical school, and now a member of the honorary staff of the
National Hospital for Nerve Diseases, Queen Square, London. His subject was
'Traumatic Intra-Cranial Haemorrhage." It is hoped to publish this paper in a
future number of this Journal.
The seventh meeting of the session was held on 5th February, 1934, with
Professor W. J. Wilson, the president, in the chair. The lecturer for the evening
was Dr. Jacques Forestier, Aix-le-Bain, France, who spoke on "Rheumatoid
Arthritis and Its Treatment." This subject is one of unusual interest, and it is
hoped to publish Dr. Forestier's paper in a special number of this Journal, devoted
to Rheumatism, in October.
The eighth meeting of the session was held on 15th February, 1934. Professor
W. J. Wilson occupied the chair. Dr. Scott-Pinchin and Dr. Morlock, both of
London, spoke on "The Diagnosis and Treatment of Pulmonary Disease." They
showed, by means of a beautiful collection of X-ray photographs, the results which
they had obtained by the use of the bronchoscope.
The annual laboratory meeting was held on Ist March, 1934, in the Pathological
Institute of Queen's University, Belfast. Numerous specimens were shown by
surgeons and physicians, and there was a fair attendance of members. The presi-
dent, Professor W. J. Wilson, presided.
J. A. SMYTH, Hlon. Secretary.
23 University Square, Belfast.
138LISBURN AND DISTRICT MEDICAL GUILD
THE annual meeting of the Guild was held in January at Dr. S. R. Hunter's resi-
dence, Dunmurry. In the absence of the president, Dr. Colquhoun, Dr. Hunter
occupied the chair. It was proposed by the chairman, and seconded by Dr. Peatt,
that Dr. White of Dunmurry act as president for the incoming year. This was
passed unanimously. Dr. Peatt was re-elected secretary. After formal business,
Dr. Ritchie of Belfast then gave his address on "Public Medical Service." Dr.
Ritchie said that in London the P.M.S. attempts to take in both ante-natal and
child welfare, and that the organization had been at work since 1926. Patients
attend either their own doctor at his surgery or at their home, and received ordinary
medicines. Payment is by a small subscription of threepence or sixpence per week.
In some cases an entrance fee of two and sixpence is charged. In others the benefit
is not allowed until after four weeks' payment have been made. These payments
are made to a collector who calls at the house. The family income must be less than
£5 per week. The London P.M.S. gives out leaflets of instruction in ante-natal
and child welfare. In many centres in England an effort is being made to compel
patients to attend for ante-natal examination. Dr. Ritchie considered that the
P.M.S. is unlikely in Ireland, but he thought that a State Medical Service would
probably develop.
The thanks of the meeting were voiced by Dr. J. G. Johnstone, seconded by Dr.
WV. S. Hunter, to Dr. Ritchie for his talk. This concluded the business.
J. W. PEATT, Hon. Secretary.
Railway Street, Lisburn.
LONDONDERRY MEDICAL SOCIETY
THE Londonderry Medical Society held the third meeting of the session 1933-4 on
21st December, at 8.30 p.m. The lecturer for the evening was Dr. B. R. Clarke of
the Forster Green Hospital, Belfast, who addressed the meeting on "Recent
Advances in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Pulmonary Phthisis." Perhaps the
chief point was the great necessity for early diagnosis, to which end every resource
should be available for the physician, because the earlier the diagnosis the greater
the chance of recovery. Dr. Clarke was very careful to point out that the great
principle underlying the treatment of every case was the enjoinment of the greatest
possible rest, adequate nourishment, and the strictest attention to general hygienic
principles, and in this way give every chance to allow the patient to overcome the
disease naturally. All other treatments such as phrenic evulsion, artificial pneumo-
thorax, thoracoplasty, etc., are to be correctly rated as subsidiary to the above,
and only advisable to increase or augment the rest to the damaged lung obtainable
by conservative measures. Dr. Clarke also gave a very beautiful demonstration of
the 'sedimentation rate of erythrocytes test,' and spoke of it as the only reliable
method of assessing progress in any given case.
141The fourth meeting was supplementary and complementary to Dr. Clarke's
lecture, and the address was given by Mr. G. R. B. Purce, who chose as his
subject "Some Aspects of Chest Surgery." The most important part of his lecture
dealt with surgical methods in relation to the treatment of pulmonary phthisis. Here
again Mr. Purce was very careful to point out that these methods were in no way
to be held as being in competition with either ordinary medical treatment, or with
the aids and auxiliaries to that in the shape of artificial pneumothorax, etc. Mr.
Purce in this connection described the operations of phrenic evulsion, thoraco-
plasty, and the methods used in severing adhesions which were preventing perhaps
a full collapse of the affected lung in artificial pneumothorax cases.
In addition to the above, a r6sum6 was given of the surgical work now being
done in cases of bronchiectasis and in malignant diseases of the lungs. The lecture
throughout was most profusely illustrated with lantern slides.
The fifth meeting was held in the City and County Infirmary at 8.30 p.m. on
22nd February. Dr. F. M. B. Allen was invited to address the Society, and lectured
on "The Whys and Wherefores of Glucose Treatment in Children's Ailments."
He condemned the misguided, and yet so universal and fashionable, use of glucose
in every and any sick child, irrespective of whether such treatment was suitable or
not. He showed good reason why such criticism was constructive, and just because
of the good results obtained in conditions such as cyclical vomiting, and certain
allergic states, that it would be a great pity that such a valuable remedy should
suffer through failure to appreciate its uselessness and, in fact, its dangers in the
catarrhal states. As an epilogue, Dr. Allen talked about the diagnosis and the
treatment of pyelitis in infants. He showed very convincingly the traps into which
the unwary practitioner may be led, and pointed out how easy it was to treat the
condition if only a diagnosis is made.
J. A. L. JOHNSTON, Hon. Secretary.
19 Clarendon Street, Londonderry.
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